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1 The prize is named after the Singaporean Prime Minister credited with developing Singapore into a 
“distinctive, clean and green garden city … with a high-quality living environment, in tandem with rapid 
economic growth”. The prize is awarded to cities and leaders displaying good governance and innovation to 
“bring about social economic and environmental benefits in a holistic way to their communities”.		
2 https://www.leekuanyewworldcityprize.com.sg/laureates/2016/laureate/ 
3 https://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/may/08/medellin-livable-cities-colombia 
4 Medellín draws directly for instance upon the Barcelona model, based on urban change through physical 






































                                                        
5 Winning the election as an independent, Gutiérrez is a complex and divisive figure with often-changing 
political allegiances. Gutiérrez has supported the election of previous Mayor’s Fajardo and Salazar in Medellín, 
but has also run as city councillor under President Santos’ Partido de la U (Social Party of National Unity), 









































1.1: Medellín: From Violence to the Model City 
 
	


























































                                                        
7 Tensions were reported between the pre-existing wealthier residents of the city and the new arrivals, who 
were seen to be contesting the myth of the united regional Antioqueño identity (Riaño Alcalá, 2006).  
8 Comunas are districts of governance in the city, although the term Comuna tends to be used only for poorer 
and peripheral neighbourhoods (Arias, 2017).  



































                                                        
10 Most notoriously, the Medellín cartel and their infamous patrón, Pablo Escobar, rose to a prominent 
position in the city, with Escobar even elected to the House of Representatives. The cartel moved in to areas 
where the state had been absent and invested in the communities, for instance building new homes and 
infrastructure such as sports arenas (Skaperdas, 2001), giving the criminal actors high levels of popularity and 
influence, which continues in some parts of the city to this day (Gugliotta and Leen, 1989).  
11 A Bloque Popular Miliciano (Popular Militia Bloc) formed in 1994 between FARC, the ELN and various 

































                                                        
12 Diego Fernando Murillo, known as Don Berna, is a significant figure in the criminal elite of the city. He had 
long formed connections with the state forces in Medellín, having been involved in bringing down Pablo 
Escobar in 1993 (see Hylton, 2007). Don Berna was arrested in 2005 and extradited to the United States in 
2008 for drug trafficking charges.  
13 As the first in a series of demobilizations, the AUC’s televised demobilization ceremony of over 850 
paramilitary combatants suggested that their activity would cease, however this was only a small proportion of 
the overall members, and there were concerns as to whether they were being removed or simply ‘recycled’ 
into the conflict, continuing criminal activities after formal demobilization (Amnesty International, 2005).   
14 The 1991 Constitution broadened a process of decentralization that had begun in 1968 with constitutional 
reform and expanded in the following decades. By 2003 45 percent of expenditure was at the subnational level 























                                                        
15 Some, including activists and social movements had highlighted the need to engage with those in poorer 
neighbourhoods, but they had previously lacked the political authority to effect change (Pearce, 2007).  
16 Breaking with the traditional parties, previously popular in Medellín, Fajardo describes himself and 


































                                                        
17 Not just connected to infrastructure projects, there are a range of policies aiming for social inclusion and 
promotion of shared values. A Cinturon Verde Metropolitano (green belt), around the city, is currently under 
development, in order to prevent further urban sprawl and ensure access for residents to green space. 
Medellín is also one of the largest cities in the world to practice participatory budgeting.  
18 PUIs or Integral Urban Projects, are one of several types of projects that are concentrated in the poorer 
neighbourhoods, as shown in Figure 3.  
19 Following years of negotiations, and in spite of a vote against the peace accord in the national plebiscite in 
September 2016, the agreement was quickly amended and passed later that year, demobilising 8,000 FARC 
(Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) combatants and formally ending five decades of civil war.  












































                                                        
21 A system of estratos (stratum) officially designed to establish subsidies for those in poorer areas, depending 
on the quality of the housing in each area each area is assigned a level from 1 to 6, with 6 being the highest. 






























































































































































                                                        
22 Formal democratic structures in Colombia had been seen to be exclusionary, due to the two-party system 
and clientelistic relations (Martz, 1996). 
23 Dominant across Latin America, these policies attempted to reduce dependency on foreign imports with an 







































































































































































































































































































                                                        
25 A critique that has been levelled at Medellín’s urban development approach is that such transport 
interventions are limited in their accessibility and therefore improvements to mobility are not beneficial for 



































































































































































































                                                        
26 Latin America saw specific expressions of colonial legacies and theorising in response to them with a 
postcolonial or decolonial project, often framed as modernity/coloniality (see for example Domingues, 2009, 
Escobar, 2010, Mignolo, 2005). 
27 The region was colonised by Spain from the early 1500s until the wider region of Gran Colombia gained 
independence in 1819. The Republic of Colombia was later declared in 1886.  
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28 There are also calls for a feminist citizenship that considers diverse ways of engaging in communities that 
challenges and redefines the public/private binary (Prokhovnik, 1998). 
29 Such possibilities are constrained by social relations and political and historical contexts, as shown 






































                                                        
30 Many of the theoretical proponents for urban social justice, such as the right to the city, have been critiqued 








































                                                        





































                                                        
32 Press for instance, both local and international, tend to focus on homicide rates as a measure of security in 
the city. Local newspaper El Colombiano often reporting fluctuations in homicides in Medellín. Governmental 





































                                                        
33 Galtung has faced notable criticism from feminist scholars for his failure to acknowledge the role of gender 







































                                                        
34 Leading to conditions including the penalisation of poverty, see Wacquant (2003). 













































































































Chapter 3  






























                                                        
36 Leander (2016) argues that ethnographic practice challenges understandings of objectivity, in fact bringing 
about more robust objectivity that recognises emotion and flexible engagement. Feminist researchers have 
affirmed that knowledge is always situated within a particular embodied experience. Recognising the agency 
of both the research and the participants allows for what is termed “feminist objectivity” (Haraway, 1988; 
Bach, 2010).  
37 Krumer-Nevo describes the way in which “‘voice’, especially of less privileged members of society is too 
easily dismissed as personal, subjective, emotional, ephemeral or informal” (2009: 289). 
38 My Master’s thesis, for instance, considered transformational change within Citizen Awareness Centres in 


































                                                        
39 Having previously worked on GBV, including research with Women’s Aid and survivors of domestic violence 
in both the UK and Nepal, the project was sparked by my commitment to understanding and reducing GBV. 
40 Referring not only to the answers given but also that feminism shapes the questions asked, starting with 
taking all women and their experiences seriously and as valuable and worthy of enquiry. 
41 Working on a PhD project always encounters constraints, as a lone researcher with a restricted timeframe 
and budget.  
42 Referring to not just multiple sites but how the urban change is constituted at different scales by multiple 
actors, multi-scalar ethnography therefore becomes a “means of engaging with ongoing social changes” 















































































                                                        







































                                                        
44 Two exceptions to this were with 2 and 5 people respectively, responding to the preferences of the 
participants.  



































                                                        
46 The majority of those attending English classes tended to be young people, but over the year the students 
included people of different ages, races, and from different locations within the Comuna and further afield. 
There were also a mix of those who had spent their whole lives in Comuna 13 as well as new arrivals from 
elsewhere in the city and beyond in Colombia and some from neighbouring countries including Venezuela. 
47 Highlighted by the fact that a number of former students have since started their own tour guide companies, 
as discussed in more detail in chapter 6. It is also worth noting that not everyone used these skills to work in 
the tourist industry and participants were keen to learn English for a number of reasons. 







































                                                        
49 One group for instance turned down my request to speak with them, stating that they didn’t speak to 






































                                                        
50 These groups are civic organisations that act as a bridge between local government and community groups.  
51 Many of the changes had begun earlier than Fajardo and are commonly associated with Social Urbanism, 
referring to the urban policies of the late 1990’s and early 2000’s. However, Fajardo’s Mayorship are often a 












































































                                                        
52 Social media was key to contacting organisations and therefore proved to be a valuable tool within the 
research process.  
53 The show is a weekly half hour radio show dedicated to exploring issues pertinent to women in the city and 







































                                                        
54 I recognise that the insider/outsider dichotomy and its impacts are contested and complicated (see for 






































                                                        
55 I conducted most of the analysis upon my return to Newcastle, following the fieldwork period, with 
geographical distance and time to consider the work (Chisholm, 2014).  
56 It is now a popular site of tourism and a local tour guide who takes visitors to look at the neighbourhoods’ 




































                                                        
57 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/south-america/colombia/articles/medellin-murder-
capital-to-hipster-destination/ 
58 The ESRC define their ethical principles as; maximising research benefits and minimising risk and harm; 
respecting the rights and dignity of individuals and groups; voluntary participation (where possible) and 






































                                                        
59 Recognising that those in the ‘field’ are also partial (Cook and Crang, 1994: 91). 
60 Along with the ways in which I may be complicity in the ongoing oppression of others (Washburn, 2007; 
Chisholm, 2014). 
61 Not all of my contacts were active on social media or had consistent access to the internet for instance, and 






































                                                        
62 Concerns surrounding the ethical implications of asking specifically about experiences of violence (including 
GBV) can reinforce researcher fatigue with specific ethical implications for survivors including further trauma 







































                                                        
63 Although anonymity itself can bring ethical concerns, potentially silencing and denying agency for those who 







































                                                        
64 Depictions in popular culture including the global success of television shows such as Narcos have furthered 



















































































































































































                                                        
65 The feminist movement Ni Una Menos began in Argentina and the slogan has since been used across the 
world, and is particularly popular in Latin America, in protests against GBV. Improved communication such as 
social media has been key in its dissemination and the collective action has gained traction since it began in 















































































                                                        
66 Formal inclusion may not mean that such rights are equally accessible to all (as discussed in more detail later 
in the chapter).  
 66 




































                                                        
67 The concept of the mestizo nation for instance, tailored towards colonial logics of progress and modernity, 
prioritised the idea of a dominant mestizo race, idealising and unifying those with mixed racial heritage 







































                                                        
68 The militia groups are a hybrid of guerrillas or armed leftists and common criminal gangs (Ceballos Melguizo 




















Figure 6:  Total Number of homicides in Medellín, 1985-201772	
                                                        
69 As outlined in the Citizen Culture report (2016, see also, Bedoya, 2006) 
70 Homicide rates give limited insight into violence (Pearce, 2010) but I note their utility in being the most 
consistently used and comparable data source.  
71 The 1991 Constitution also extended far greater autonomy over city leadership, shortly after the first 
popular elections of Mayors in 1988 and was a ripe time for experiments over city planning and leadership. 
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	Transformation	means	renewal,	it	means	change…	it	means	changing	your	










































                                                        




































                                                        
74 Such an approach to violence and security is reminiscent of the public health model, whereby a 
transformation of social norms, education and welfare are prioritised. However, this has been critiqued for 
obscuring structural causes (See for example, Mitton, 2019). 
75 This narrative overlooks major critiques of the Mockus approach. He was also for instance strongly criticised 
for the violent measures that such controls in public space often included, for instance the relocation of 















































































                                                        








































                                                        
77 The use of the term Citizen or Citizenship is not fully defined in the document, although there are references 





































                                                        
suggests that they use the term in an inclusive way and that it is an automatic status for all residents. A similar 
emphasis upon inclusion and Citizenship also emerged within the country’s 1991 Constitution.  
78 Weyers suggests that the written inclusion of the colloquial vos, moving from its predominantly verbal 
usage, connects to the transformation of Medellín as the city’s “linguistic norm… may likely enjoy increased 






































                                                        
79 Between 2016-2018 the city reportedly received direct foreign investments of 836.61 million US dollars 






































































































































































































                                                        
80 In practice the Citizen Culture department does have some limited policies relating gender which will be 
discussed in the next chapter, in the policy documents these are not mentioned and are not central parts to 











































































































                                                        
81 Similarly seen in the country’s peace process, there have been suggestions that peace can be secured from 
within each person (for example: https://www.eltiempo.com/archivo/documento/CMS-15695755).  
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Chapter 5  






























                                                        
82 The beauty standards in Medellín have wide-ranging consequences. Plastic surgery for instance is common, 
often through the black market with disastrous consequences – several women each year die as a result of 
dangerous plastic surgery, a devastating example is documented in the podcast Radio Ambulante: 
https://radioambulante.org/audio/doctor-esto-es-nomal-parte-2. 
83 The Transmilenio is the large-scale bus transport system in Bogotá. The comparison of the two transport 
systems was often used to compare the two cities, particularly in reference to the safety of women. Sexual 
harassment and assault was common on the Transmilenio, especially in comparison to the Metro in Medellín. 
Sexual assault on Bogotá’s Transmilenio is also formally prioritised as a concern by the Presidential 






































                                                        
84 I focused on the Alcaldía as the institution that is emphasised for leading the urban change. I was not able to 
look at other institutions across the city such as the personería or the defensoria del pueblo in this research 







































                                                        
85 Within Colombia, feminists and women’s movements have been participating in development planning from 





































                                                        
86 An earlier critique was brought by the approach of Women and Development (WAD). This emerged from 
Marxist feminist perspectives and was influenced by Dependency Theory, understanding women as already 
being embedded within logics of capitalist accumulation (Rathgeber, 1990) and encouraging self-sufficiency 
(Singh, 2006). However, WAD was criticised for still neglecting the implications and inequalities relating to 








































                                                        















































































































                                                        
88 Article 43 of the 1991 Constitution states that “Women and men have equal rights and opportunities. 
Women cannot be submitted to any type of discrimination.”  
89 CEDAW is an international treaty that was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1979. It is an 
international bill of rights for women that has been ratified by 189 states globally. 
90Following the demands of women’s movements after peace talks began in 2012, women were eventually 
included within the negotiations, making visible the experiences of women in the armed conflict. Gains were 
slow, but it was still significant to bring gender in to the peace process (Céspedes-Báez and Ruiz, 2018).  
91 During the Mockus administration in Bogotá gender inequality was highlighted. As mentioned in the 
previous chapter, Bogotá’s approach to urban planning and development, led by Antanas Mockus, meant a 
number of unusual interventions in public space. Some of these interventions related specifically to women’s 
rights, for example, the famously launched ‘night for women’. On these nights, women were encouraged to go 
out and enjoy the city at night and men were supposed to stay in the home and care for children. Such acts 






































                                                        
92 Murdock (2003) highlighted how the institutions have “variably embraced feminist critiques and rejected 
them, depending upon the political context of the moment”, highlighting the shift from Gómez Martínez’’s 














































































                                                        
93 Serious constraints have also shaped political organisation in Colombia, with trade unionists, human rights 
defenders, journalists and activists continuing to be targeted by violence to this day.  
94 Such participation is also often seen merely as a tokenistic ‘buzzword’, rather than the meaningful 










































































                                                        
95 Abortion in Colombia is legal only when there is a danger to the life or health of the mother, life-threatening 
foetal abnormalities or in cases of rape or incest. Before 2006 it was illegal without exceptions. 
96 The appointed human rights ombudsman or public defender for the municipality. 
97 This is not a challenge that is unique to Medellín and has also been seen in broader national debates, for 























































































































                                                        
98Approximately £15 million, £14 million and £9.75 million respectively. Escobar Hoyos (2017) also reports that 















































































                                                        
99 Queer theory is also useful here in critiquing a homogenisation of women’s experiences, with queer women 































































































































































                                                        
100 The push away from gendered and binary language is ongoing in social movements, public entities and 
















































































                                                        







































                                                        
102 Without thinking of these two together, recognising for instance that some women also fit within the 







































                                                        
103 Barristas (barras bravas) refers to extreme and/or organised football fans. Such groups are commonly 




































                                                        
104 Similar problems have been discussed in relation to Women, Peace and Security and its attention on poorer 
countries, without concurrent recognition of gendered practices within the institutions (See, Wright, 2019) 
105 Enloe (2015) warns of the potential to only take gender seriously in policymaking when considering 
masculinities, with men and masculinity easily subsuming an interest in women. Feminist scholars also 

























































































































































































































                                                        
















































































                                                        













































































                                                        
108 Goffman’s (1968) account of stigma, in particular with regards to group identity, helps to illuminate how 
stigma can relate to discrimination and feeling devalued. Such stigma connects to ideas of structural violence 
and social exclusion, both common in Latin American cities (see Koonings and Krujit 2007).  
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109 El Poblado, the wealthiest neighbourhood in Medellín, houses one of the largest outdoor gyms in the city. 
Hyper-masculine and competitive performances were particularly pronounced in El Poblado’s gym, further 
querying the idea that such gendered norms and performances are unique to the poorer and marginal 
neighbourhoods.  
110 INDER, the Sports and Recreation Institute of Medellín runs a variety of free classes for residents of all ages, 
and access to world-class sports facilities. INDER led the construction of urban outdoor gyms in 2017 to 














































































                                                        
111 Baird (2012) outlines the role of alternative socialisation spaces in giving male youths from poorer 



































                                                        
112 The contrast between past violence and the relative safety is a focus of touristic visits to the neighbourhood 
(see Rendon, 2017). 
113 Barcelona’s escalators, such as those near Parque Güell, are designed to improve accessibility in steep 
areas. 
114 Realistically the role of the escalators in transportation is limited. This is not the steepest hillside in the city, 
nor the busiest. They also run up several stories but in a city with many hillside dwellings, meaning only a small 



































































                                                        
116 Women are often overrepresented in breakdowns of those living in poverty, a phenomenon that has been 
termed the ‘feminisation’ of poverty. The feminisation of poverty is not only related to the overrepresentation 
of women in low-paying employment sectors (Pearce, 1978; Peake and Trotz,1999), but also of greater 






































                                                        
117 In contrast, the same development model has been critiqued for displacing informal street vendors in other 






































                                                        
118 A member of staff at the Alcaldía interestingly mentioned specifically that Buen Comienzo was not designed 
for women, instead being primarily focused on children, but there are still indirect benefits for women as 
Leidy’s case demonstrates.  



































                                                        
120 I note that the division between strategic and practical needs has received criticism. For instance, it can 
discount that there are always political dimensions inherent to practical realities (Wieringa, 1994). 
Additionally, since its adoption by mainstream development institutions the distinction has been critiqued as a 
Western imposition of preconceptions of what strategic needs should look like (see for example Aguinaga et 
al., 2013). That said, it proves useful when considering the variety of street vendors and how they designate 







































                                                        
121 Since I left the city, the group have further expanded, opening a small café selling traditional foods, called 






































                                                        
122 Empowerment is another development ‘buzzword’, that has been depoliticised and often associated 
singularly with economic development rather than transformative structural change (Cornwall, 2007).  
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123 Operación Mariscal, in May of the same year, was also one of the most impactful. 





































                                                        
125 The AUC (Autodefensas Unidad de Colombia, or United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia) is a coalition of 37 
right-wing paramilitary groups, they officially demobilized in 2006. 
126 One example of this is discussed in Verdad Abierta (2013), as they detail how groups including AMI 





































                                                        
127 Remembering violence has become more integrated and accepted within Colombia, as the government has 
encouraged reflection as a process connected to the country’s peace process and reconciliation (O’Bryen, 
2019). La Casa de la Memoria in Medellín is one such government funded space, while activists in the city take 















































                                                        
128 The trend of youth gangs at this time is explored in Alonso Salazar’s Born to Die in Medellín (1990), detailing 
the experiences of a number of young gang members, predominantly being men from the poorest marginal 










































































































                                                        
129 A community newspaper produced and published in Comuna 8, Medellín. 
130 Motherhood has also been used in attempts to pacify protestors, for instance Claudia López, the mayor of 
Bogotá, invoked notions of motherhood in relation to the 2019 national strikes in Colombia, suggesting that 








































                                                        
131 Craske (2003) outlines that the greater representation of women in community activism can create a triple 
burden, with women now undertaking their double burden of domestic labour and income generation with an 








































                                                        

























                                                        
133 http://www.recreando.com.co/carnaval-de-la-13/ 















































































                                                        









































































                                                        
136 Restrictions are further reinforced, not only by gender but, although beyond the scope of this discussion, 
also by intersecting factors including sexual orientation and race. For further exploration of these ideas, 
Orrego’s (2013) discussion of Aire de Tango explores the tensions of sexuality and gender identities in 
Medellín, and Munoz (2018) provides a useful overview of the intersections of race and class in experiencing 
public space in Bogotá.  
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Shifting insecurities: gendering the securitised discourse and ongoing 































                                                        








































































                                                        
138 The Lee Kuan Yew World City Prize, awarded to Medellín in 2017, specifically recognises these factors.  
139 The initiative was launched in the 1990s to reduce cocaine production and restore security in areas held by 
illegal armed groups. Plan Colombia gained support from the US government in 2000, ramping up counter-






































                                                        
141 It is worth noting that in Colombia the policy also falls under the umbrella of the Ministry of Defence and 
are consequently a direct part of the militarised framework. 




































                                                        
143 Although the concept of militarised masculinities is not without its own critique. Myrttinen et al (2017) for 
example suggest that conflict-affected masculinities require approaching with nuance, considering the 
particular local historical, political, social and economic contexts, rather than there being a generalizable idea 





































                                                        
144 Her research is based upon Mexico. 


































                                                        
146 https://lasillavacia.com/silla-paisa/si-hubo-donbernabilidad-pero-mas-alla-de-fajardo-66049 
147 Various approaches have been attempted, in recognition that there is no ‘magic bullet’ solution to the 
reduction of urban violence. These have included various policies ranging from high tech security approaches 
and ‘smart’ city technologies, infrastructure and transport projects, to peace pacts (Gutiérrez and Jaramillo, 
2004) amongst others. Non-state led approaches have included vigilante groups and the growth of gated 





































                                                        
148 See for example Uribe’s manifesto (2002), cien puntos.  


































                                                        
150 Political opponents including previous Mayor Alonso Salazar have been openly critical of Gutiérrez, accusing 
him of being a “trojan horse of Uribismo” due to his links and previous endorsement from Alvaro Uribe,	the	























                                                        
151 https://www.elcolombiano.com/antioquia/seguridad/costos-de-mantenimiento-del-helicoptero-de-la-
alcaldia-de-medellin-FI6497052 
152 With various branches of the police, some bare greater resemblances to military forces, the ESMAD or riot 



































                                                        
154 Similar themes have also been part of previous Mayoral strategies, Fajardo, while most renowned for social 
urbanism, has also talked about calling for more police and their subsequent role in the reduction of violence 





































                                                        
156 A national Código de Policía, or police code, came into effect in 2017 and extended police powers and 
banning certain activities in public space such as drinking in public or informal sales and being liable to fines for 




































































                                                        
157 Populations marginalised both socially and economically are vulnerable to so-called ‘social cleansing’, being 
targeted with physical attacks including murder (López Castañeda and Myrttinen, 2014).  
158 Colombia’s falsos positivos scandals involved the kidnap and killing, predominantly of marginalised people, 
by paramilitary fighters who often had the assistance of the army. The victims were dressed as members of 









































































                                                        
159 In Colombia, there are various terms for different types of gangs; these can be tiered within the same 
structures, for instance oficinas (broker organisations), bandas (older established gangs with territorial power 




































































































































































































































































                                                        
162 Vacunas, translated as a ‘vaccine’, originated with the guerrillas, and was suggested to keep death and 
destruction away from those who paid them (Boudon, 1996).  
163 Medellín’s drivers have been on strike several times as a result of the stress of extortion and violence 
























































































Chapter 8   
The everyday of violence and gender 
	




























































































                                                        
165 Even within such structures, individuals often express multiple forms of masculinity, relating to different 

















































































































                                                        
166 At times throughout the thesis, I draw upon designations of women and men, where it is illustrative of 
broad trends between these groups, however recognising that this is problematic and limited, and resisting a 


















































































































































                                                        
167 Contrary to the separation of these terms and their supposedly different connotations, they tended to be 
used interchangeably.  
168 Critiques have been levelled at such a designation for imagining a particular and heteronormative 
understanding of ‘victim’ and ‘woman’, imagined as homogenous subjects. Instead Hagen (2016) suggests that 
we move beyond the binary categorization of gender and instead consider various vulnerabilities to GBV 


































                                                        
169 https://alianzaconlasmujeres.com/el-alto-indice-de-victimas-en-la-ciudad-de-medellin-a-causa-de-este-
tipo-de-violencias-y-la-crisis-humanitaria-de-emergencia-que-ello-genera/  
170 As instructed by the publicity for the event, activists wore purple, as the colour associated with women’s 
movements in the city and more broadly. Purple is internationally used to represent women, with the 
combination of purple, green and white symbolising women’s equality from the early 1900’s and the 







































































                                                        
171 Despite the focus on these particular crimes, they are not being fully tackled. Homicides and robberies also 
continue as ongoing challenges, and criticism is also levelled at the authorities for their failure to properly 
investigate and punish such crimes, El Tiempo reported an impunity rate of 94% in 2019 (Gossain, 2019).  
172 The Safe Cities initiative is a comparative programme evaluating and working towards the prevention of 
sexual harassment and violence against women and girls. The initiative includes partnerships between state 
actors, women’s groups and other partners. It is centrally led by the UN but policies are decided at a local 




































                                                        
173 Some small pilot schemes were taking place, but it would be impossible to roll them out even if successful 



































                                                        
174 Reporting of Inter-family violence in Medellín showed that over 80% was directed towards women, and the 
cases included a spread of categories of violence, the most commonly reported being verbal and physical 
assaults (Full breakdown in Martínez and Marín, 2017).  
175 Originally the tool was designed and created at the Instituto Politécnico Nacional in Mexico, to raise 
awareness as part of a campaign for a campus free from violence (Tronco and Ocaña, 2011). Comparable 

































                                                        
176 Numerous cases of homicides of women do not have information about the perpetrator, however with the 
information available the number of women killed by partners or ex-partners, relatives or acquaintances was 
around 38% of all homicides, with varying figures for femicides committed by a stranger (8 cases in 2015 and 4 




































                                                        
177 Intimate femicide is defined in the report as being killed by men with whom the victim had an intimate 
relation, usually a partner or ex-partner. 























































































































































































































































































































































































































                                                        
179 In a move away from the traditional political elite Quintero was elected to succeed Gutiérrez. As an 
advocate and campaigner for the Colombian peace process he is a divisive figure who has declared his distance 
from political movements, made criticisms that angered local business elites and received death threats during 
his campaign (https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/por-que-gano-daniel-quintero-en-medellin/638851). 























































































































                                                        
181 The Colombian peace accords have been celebrated for their inclusion of gender and women’s voices, 
understanding the differentiated gendered impacts of the decades-long conflict and including this within the 
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